Chapter IV

MAIDEN SPEECHES

ON   die   evening  of   I9th  February   1924  Lieutenant-
Colonel Sir Samuel Hoare moved the following resolu-
tion on Air Defence:

1 That this House, whilst earnesdy desiring the further
limitation of armaments so far as is consistent with the
safety and integrity of the Empire, affirms the principle
laid down by the late Government and accepted by the
Imperial Conference that Great Britain must maintain a
Home Defence Air Force of sufficient strength to give
adequate protection against air attack by the strongest air
force within striking distance of her shores/

The debate arising out of this resolution belongs to a dim
and distant age when disarmament was the declared policy
of his Majesty's first Labour Government. In afl the
welter of goodwill only a few voices were raised in warning
of the wrath to come. Sir Samuel pointed out that when
he became Air Minister in 1922 at the peak of the Chanak
crisis Great Britain's first-line air force consisted of twenty-
four 'planes. During the period of office he had managed
to bring the number up to eighty. This debate was con-
cerned with a situation that showed the French to have a
thousand front-line 'planes and Great Britain a hundred.
Sir Samuel asked whether the Government were going to
continue the expansion schemes on which he had entered
while he was Minister and which involved as a * first stage
of expansion ' an increase in strength up to fifty-two
squadrons or six hundred first-line machines. He asked
a number of other questions of departmental and general
concern. He sought assurances over civil aviation, and
wanted news about the development of airships. He pointed